
Copy of letter to Ian Ross, Board Member Scottish Police Authority 

2nd October 2015 

Dear Ian,  

Thank you for responding to my comments about crime scene examinations and the 

role of Crime Scene Officers, and undertaking to take up this issue at the police 

authority. I thought it would be useful to provide some additional details.  

My query was a result of several recent house break ins, within the South Lochaber 

area of my ward. Residents dealing with these crimes have expressed concern at the 

delay in Crime Scene Officers attending. For example, this is a comment made by 

one resident: 

“This morning (Monday) we went to check on a friend’s house in Ballachulish and 

found the patio doors smashed. The intruders had gained access and had made a 

mess of the bedrooms. We called 999 and the police were there in about 20mins, but 

he did not know when CID would attend so he would have to stay there till they 

came.” 

I am told that the police officer in attendance waited on site for the rest of the day, 

until confirmation that no crime scene officer would attend that day. Subsequently, 

CID attended at 8.15 pm on the Tuesday evening. Residents have been told that 

there is only one Crime Scene Officer covering the Highland region. Contacts within 

local Police Scotland, explained they have to put a request in for the forensic service, 

and that often the response is that they are unable to attend (with a suggestion that 

this is because of geographical limitations). In those circumstances locally trained 

CID officers undertake the work anyway.  

You will appreciate the perception amongst residents, who don’t understand the 

division between Police and Forensic Services, which it is simply a matter of local 

police unable to attend promptly. It would be helpful to have some reassurance that 

response times for these requests have not declined since SPA took responsibility. 

Can you clarify the process following a request for attendance that is then refused 

and subsequently attended by CID, and how any delay in these circumstances is 

minimised? Additionally, a confirmation that there are adequate numbers of Crime 

Scene Officers covering the “N” Division and if this is not the case that efforts are 

being made to recruit suitable staff. Finally, that Crime Scene Officers are located in 

geographically appropriate areas to provide a suitable service for the whole region.  

I realise that this is not directly your responsibility, but appreciate your offer to 

pursue it further. I look forward to your response.  



Yours sincerely,  

Andrew  

Councillor Andrew Baxter 

Fort William and Ardnamurchan Ward 


